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January 16, 2004

TOPEKA, KANSAS, MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO POSSESSING A
FIREARM AFTER HAVING BEEN CONVICTED OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE UNDER PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS

TOPEKA, Kan. – United States Attorney Eric Melgren announced that Flavious Clark
Crowl, 46, Topeka, Kansas, entered a guilty plea on January 15, 2004, before U.S. District
Judge Sam A. Crow to one count of possessing a firearm after having been convicted of
a crime of domestic violence.

Melgren stated that Crowl admitted at his plea that on May 12, 2002, Topeka Police
Department officers responded to a domestic complaint in Topeka, Kansas, and learned that
Crowl had just left the residence in his pickup.  Crowl further admitted that while the officers
were at the residence, he returned driving his pickup, and that officers searched the pickup and
found a shotgun behind the seat.  Crowl also admitted that in June 1999 he was convicted of a
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence in Shawnee County District Court.
 

Crowl faces a maximum of ten years in federal prison without parole.  Sentencing is set
for April 13, 2004, at 2:00 p.m.

Melgren commended the excellent work of the Topeka Police Department and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in this investigation and Assistant U.S.
Attorney Greg Hough in this prosecution.

Project Safe Neighborhoods is a national strategy to reduce gun violence throughout
America and a top priority of the Department of Justice and the U.S. Attorney’s office in the
District of Kansas, second only to the fight against terrorism.
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